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Well-dressed women and one man pose with several dogs on the covered front porch of the Silverthorn family home  

Main Street, Breckenridge, CO (1910s); Summit Historical Society Collection 



Annual Report Introduction 

Mission 
The Breckenridge Heritage Alliance preserves unique 

historic resources in the Breckenridge area and  

connects residents and visitors to our past through 

inspiring interpretation of heritage sites  and stories. 

Vision 
The Breckenridge Heritage Alliance is a  

community supported, nationally recognized  

leader in local historic preservation,  

interpretation, and authentic heritage tourism. 

Dear BHA Supporter,  

As I look back on 2018, three highlights stand out. 

The first is the Reiling Dredge stabilization, our most ambitious preservation project yet. After more than 15 years of 

planning and coordination with local and state agencies, we executed an ambitious plan that involved flying materials 

to the work site via helicopter, lowering the dredge pond level (temporarily) to access parts of the hull normally under 

water, and lifting 30-foot-long timbers into place without the use of heavy equipment. See the before and after photos 

below.  

The second is a record-setting year for visitor numbers. For the first time ever, more than 200,000 people visited our 

sites and tours. Check out pages 4-5 for our 2018 visitor statistics.  

The third is new stories, specifically those we’ve captured through the oral history project. More than 70 longtime 

Breckenridge locals have shared their early Breckenridge memories, from living in cabins with no running water or 

electricity (much like the early miners!) to watching George Johnson ride his horse into - yes into - the Gold Pan Saloon, 

to catching rides home from kindergarten in the bus driver’s station wagon. These stories paint a picture of how  

Breckenridge transitioned from a sleepy mining town to an emerging ski and tourism-based community. Stay tuned for 

more details on our efforts to interpret Breckenridge’s “modern” history.  

I invite you to read through this year’s annual report for more 2018 highlights and successes. Thank you as always for 

your support.  

Larissa O’Neil  

Executive Director  

Reiling Dredge (2008) Reiling Dredge (2019) 
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Operations Highlights 
 We surpassed 200,000 visitors; a 14% increase from 2017. 

 BHA’s Fourth of July fundraiser on the Barney Ford Museum lawn sold out. 

 Volunteers donated 895 hours to the BHA, a more than $20,000 value. 

 150 guests paid tribute at BHA’s Memorial Day Commemoration held at historic Valley Brook Cemetery. 

 More than 200 parents and children visited Santa at the Barney Ford Museum during the Tree Lighting in  

December, a collaboration with the Breckenridge Tourism Office. 

 Carboy Winery sponsored the 2018 Historic Homes Tour, adding refreshments at the tour’s end. 

 664 local elementary students visited a BHA site or participated in the in-classroom “Moving Day” program, a 

partnership with the Summit Historical Society made possible by a Summit Foundation grant.   

 BHA hosted 475 people on the Barney Ford Museum lawn for wine tasting as part of the Breckenridge Wine Classic. 

 BHA employees took a field trip to Central City and enjoyed a visit to the historic Central City Opera House. 

 More than 165 guests attended the inaugural “Historically Speaking” lecture series, a partnership with the Summit 

County South Branch Library. 

Awesome tour! June was our tour guide and I don't think you could find a more knowledgeable person. She has a real 

passion for history and a love of the area. June has an incredible depth of knowledge so … personalized the experience. 

Breckenridge has a very rich history and taking this tour has elevated my appreciation of the area and my enjoyment of 

our vacation. I have been to Breckenridge many times but I feel that I have never seen it in some ways. 

- 2018 Guest on the Walk Through History Tour 

Our group (my husband and I, our kids ages 6 and 8, and my parents) were so pleased to have signed up for the mine 

tour. Our guide, Ian, was very knowledgeable, witty, and engaging with all the ages. We learned about mining in the 

area, went into an interpretive mine (with hard hats and all!) and then learned to pan for gold. My father actually found 

real gold! We were all given a vial to save and keep whatever we found. The kids brought back a lot of fools gold and 

were pretty excited about it. All in all, it was a great value and we learned something while having fun. 

-2018 Guest on the Washington Gold & Silver Mine Tour 
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Preservation Projects 

Archives Highlights 

 Developed a master plan for Alice G. Milne Park and the three historic homes on site – Briggle, Milne and Eberlein. 

Public open houses, surveys, research, and site surveys envision the park as a destination that engages people in 

the park’s history, welcomes many different public and private uses, and serves as a gathering place for locals and 

visitors. Check out the final plan on BHA’s website under Preservation. 

 In partnership with the US Forest Service, wrapped up the Lincoln Park Archaeological Assessment. The assessment 

will guide future drainage and building repairs at Lincoln City, an 1860’s mining community located in French Gulch. 

Project funded 100% by a State Historical Fund grant. 

 Completed an interpretive plan focused on Breckenridge’s contemporary history. The plan will guide future exhibits 

about Breckenridge Ski Resort, Ullr Dag (now Ullr Fest), open space and environmental programs, and everyday life. 

 Finished the Reiling Dredge Stabilization with support from the Town of Breckenridge, Breckenridge Open Space 

Advisory Commission, Summit County Government, and the State Historical Fund. The ambitious construction plan 

and complicated staging operation resulted in repairs to the dredge deck and superstructure.  

 The Dr. Sandra F. Mather Archives, on behalf of the BHA, acquired digital license to a rare and unique collection of 

over 300 glass plate negatives.  The holding repository wants to bring this extraordinary collection out of the 

hidden archives to share with our community and researchers.  The “Mary M. Marks Collection (1890s-1910) 

P0597” is the work of Mary M. Marks, a woman photographer whose husband John was a mining and civil engineer 

in Colorado at the turn of the 20th century.  Mary accompanied John as he worked on various engineering projects 

in Breckenridge and Summit County,  photographing both professional and private life. 

 Another notable collection acquired in 2018 is the “Lee Lucas Collection (1970s-1992)”.  Lee Lucas, professional 

videographer and former Breckenridge local, was owner of ZLTV Breckenridge (1976-1992) and Lucas Video 

Productions.  His collection of film and video projects, made for television shorts and travel shows, captures ski 

events, Ullr parades, and life during Breckenridge Ski Resort’s early years.   

 With the creative talents of Tandem Design Lab in Frisco, new digital content has been added to 

matherarchives.com, including the Breckenridge Historic District Cultural Surveys.  These surveys give historical and 

architectural information for each building within the historic district and note if the property is a contributing 

resource.  Searchable by subdivision, street address, historic name, construction date, or survey number.   

 More digital content will be added in 2019, including material from the BHA Oral History Project (1950s-1990s), the 

Mary M. Marks Collection (1890s-1910), and the Lee Lucas Collection (1970s-1992). 

Page 3 of 7 

https://matherarchives.com/


Visitor Statistics 

Outdoor Exhibits: Iowa Hill Trailhead, Breckenridge Sawmill Museum, and High Line 

Playground 

Other: Site Rentals (961), Special Events (840), Student Tours and Programs (664), 

Archives (271), Geocaches (174), and Gaymon Cabin (156) 

This is simply the best tour I 

have ever taken. So informative. 

I was blown away. 

-2018 Guest on the Walk 

Through History Tour 

Trevor was awesome! What a fun way to learn about Breckenridge  

history! His knowledgeable, yet humorous delivery was spot on!  

-2018 Guest on the Breckenridge Haunted Tour 

Ronnie, our tour guide, was like a page out of the old West. Sweet,  

entertaining and very knowledgeable. We highly recommend this tour. 

-2018 Guest on the Behind Swinging Doors Saloon Tour 
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Museums 

27,721; 14% 

Tours/Hikes/Mines 

4,317; 2% 

Outdoor Exhibits 

49,034; 24% 

Welcome Center Museum 

116,844; 58% 

Other 

3,066; 2% 



Visitor Statistics (continued) 

80% of our guests are visiting  

Breckenridge from out of town. 

95% of our guests are first-time 

visitors to one of our heritage 

sites or tours. 

Nine out of ten BHA visitors would 

recommend us to family and friends! 
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2018 Board of  Directors Administrative Staff 

Museum Docents & Tour Guides 

Jerry Dziedzic, President 

Larry Crispell, Vice President 

Allyn Mosher, Treasurer 

Rick Hague, Secretary 

Rob Dollars 

Dan Gibbs 

Brandon Gonski 

John Liner 

Janet Sutterley 

Dan Vasti 

Erin Gigliello, Town Council Representative 

Wendy Wolfe, Town Council Representative 

Larissa O’Neil 

Executive Director 

Cindy Hintgen 

Operations Manager 

Kris Ann Knish 

Archivist and Collections Manager 

Michele Chapdelaine 

Office Manager 

Sandra Rhodes 

Administrative and Marketing Assistant 

Meet the BHA 

all images owned by the Breckenridge Heritage Alliance and/or courtesy of Summit Historical Society and/or used with permission by artist 
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Andrew Aerenson  Ian Morris 

Stephen Bainbridge  Mariana Pereda 

Trevor Baringer   Kathy Phillipson 

Sherrie Calderini  Ron Picariello 

Rick Galgas   Andrea Reilly 

Leigh Girvin   Neil Rubinstein 

Dylan Gunther   Phyl Rubinstein 

Challen Gutekunst  Kim Ruhland 

Heather Gutekunst  Cheyenne Sarabia-Covey 

Renee Gutekunst  Jill Slater 

Niki Harris   Sharon Smith 

Tayler Hasbrouck  Ray Smith 

Dave Hertel   Jillian Somero 

Bob Hoppin   Erin Spellman 

Susan Juergensmeier  Scott Toepfer 

Randy Koran   Sharon Trumbore 

Alli Langley   June Walters 

Gail Marshall   Pamela Williams 

Tony Martinez   Greg Wright 

Denise Medley  



Financials 

Contact Information 
970-453-9767 

info@breckheritage.com 

breckheritage.com 

facebook.com/breckheritage 

Mailing: PO Box 2460 

Welcome Center: 203 South Main Street 

Administrative Office: 309 North Main Street 

Breckenridge, CO 80424 
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